SANITY IN SEX
departure from the old custom of sending prostitutes into the hope-crushing environment of the prison tombs.
The cities and towns have even a more vital role to play in the program. The state to a large extent makes the laws, but it remains for the municipalities to enforce them, and to cooperate with effective ordinances supplementing th<3 state and national legislation.
One of the most important phases of this work has been in stamping out commercialized prostitution as far as possible; and particularly in rooting out the old segregated and red light districts. The American Social Hygiene Association reports that nearly 250 red light districts in the United States have been closed since 1910, including some of the oldest and most notorious in the country. More than 150 of these have been closed since 1916, and few have ever reopened.
For those who imagine that a "regulated" red light district is a source of protection against venereal diseases, because the inmates are regularly inspected by physicians, it would be well for them to know the cold facts. On